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THE  ELWYNS  OF  NORFOLK 
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Cljc  €Uu]»»s  of  Norfolk. 

By  G.  Andrews  Moriarty,  M.A.,  LL.B. 


The  following  article  is  an  attempt  to  give  some  account  of  an  ancient 
.Norfolk  family  with  some  pretensions  to  gentility  that  flourished  during 
the  sixteenth.,  seventeenth,  and  eighteenth  centuries.  Blomfield  has 
considerable  to  say  about  the  later  generations  of  the  family  that  were 
established  at  Boton  (cf.  Blomfield’s  “  Norfolk,”  vol.  vi.,  pp.  351,  355), 
and  Bye's  “Norfolk  Families”  contains  some  valuable  references  to  the 
name.  Accordingly  this  article  is  confined  to  the  earlier  generations, 
which  will  be  carried  down  to  a  point  where  the  connection  between  the 
eighteenth-century  family  and  the  early  members  can  be  quite  easily  made. 

To  English  antiquaries  the  most  interesting  point  is,  without  doubt, 
the  inter-marriage  of  Simon  Bulwer  of  Wooddalling  with  the  daughter 

O  C?  C5 

of  Peter  Elwyn  of  that  parish.  Hitherto  it  has  frequently  been  stated 
that  he  married  the  daughter  of  Peter  Alleyn  (cf.  Burke’s  “Commoners,” 
vol.  i.,  p.  445).  Roger  Bulwer,  son  of  Simon  and  Joan  (Elwyn)  Bulwer, 
was  the  ancestor  of  Lord  Bulwer-Lytton. 

To  American  antiquaries  the  most  interesting  fact  is  that  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Elwyn  of  Heigham,  became  the  wife  of  Michael 
Metcalf,  the  Dornix  Weaver  of  Norwich,  who  went  to  New  England  on 
8  April  1G37  on  the  “Bose”  of  Yarmouth.  Metcalf  was  an  interesting 
person.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  very  well-to-do  citizen  of  Norwich 
and  a  fiery  Puritan.  His  zeal  brought  him  into  conflict  with  his  bishop, 
Matthew  Wrenn,  who  cited  him  into  the  Bishop’s  Court,  and  by  his 
persecution  brought  about  his  flight  to  New  England.  In  his  trial  by 
the  Long  Parliament  one  of  the  charges  brought  against  Wrenn  was  his 
cruelty  to  Metcalf,  which  compelled  him  to  remove  to  New  England  to 
the  detriment  of  Norwich’s  manufactures.  Metcalf,  after  his  arrival  in 
Massachusetts,  settled  at  Dedham,  whence  he  wrote  several  long-  and 
religious  epistles  to  his  friends  in  Norwich,  and  the  certificate  of  his 
freedom  of  Norwich  is  still  preserved  in  the  Dedham  Historical  Society. 
He  left  numerous  descendants  in  New  England. 


After  the  time  of  Peter  Elwyn  of  Wooddalling,  the  testator  of  155G 
and  the  progenitor  of  the  family,  it  seems  to  have  been  divided  into  two 
main  branches,  the  elder  settled  at  Wooddalling  and  Thurning  and  the 
younger  settled  at  Heigham,  near  Norwich.  The  connection  between 
the  two  branches  is  proved  by  the  reference  on  the  one  hand  in  the  will 
of  Peter’s  son,  Bev.  John  Elwyn  of  >St.  Michael’s,  Coslany,  in  15G8,  to 
Peter  Barker,  evidently  a  great  nephew,  and  of  Peter  Elwyn  of  Thurning 
in  his  will  in  1 G07  to  Thomas  Barker  (the  brother  of  Peter)  as  his 
“kinsman,”  and  on  the  other  hand  by  the  reference  in  the  will  of  John 
Elwyn  of  Heigham  in  15J8  to  his  “  cousin  Mr.  Peter  Barker,  citizen  and 
Alderman  of  Norwich.”  The  will  of  Bichard  Elwyn  of  North  Walslmm 
in  1583  proves  that  William  and  John  Elwyn  of  Heigham  and  he  were 
brothers. 

Peter  Elwyn,  the  testator  of  155G  and  the  progenitor  of  the  family, 
mentions  several  of  his  grandsons,  calling  them  his  “  nephews  ”  ;  among 
these  is  his  “  neve  William  Elwyn  the  younger  ”  (so  called  to  distinguish 
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him  from  Peter’s  son  William).  This  is  apparently  W  illiam  Elvryn  of 
Heigham,  the  brother  of  Richard  and  John,  and  their  father  had 
apparently  predeceased  his  father  Peter. 


Wills  at  Norwich. 

Will  of  Peter  Elwyn  of  Wootldalling,  Norfolk. 

My  soul  to  God  and  All  the  Saints.  Body  to  be  buried  in  the  Church. 
To  the  High  Altar  for  forgotten  tithes  (is.  8 <?.  To  the  reparation  of  the 
church  2Gs.  8 cl.  “  An  altar  to  be  made  of  lynie  and  stone  in  the  Ladie 
Cliapell  of  Wooddalling  whereat  Jhesus  IMarie  was  wont  to  be  songe.” 
To  Peter  Bulwer  the  elder,  my  godson,  to  his  exhibition  if  lie  will  be 
a  priest  £6  13s.  4c?.  To  William  Bulwer,  my  daughter’s  son,  20s.  To 
Thomas  Bulwer,  my  daughter’s  son,  20s.  To  Alys  Bulwer  mv  niece 
(he.,  granddaughter)  66s.  8c?.  at  21.  A  like  bequest  to  Dorothy  Bulwer  my 
niece  (he.,  granddaughter)  at  21.  To  William  Elwyn  my  neve  (he., 
grandson),  son  of  William,  100  shillings  at  20.  To  Rose  Elwyn  my  niece 
(granddaughter)  66s.  8c?.  ■  at  20.  To  Agues  Miller  my  niece  (grand¬ 
daughter)  40s.  To  my  servant  Margaret  Wigot  a  feather  bed,  sheets, 
etc.,  and  five  ewes.  To  William  Elwyn  the  younger,  my  neve  (grandson), 
20s.  To  William  my  son  the  house  and  lands  1  dwell  in  called  Clarke’s 
for  life,  then  to  William  his  son  and  his  heirs  male.  To  John  Elwyn, 
clerk,  my  eldest  son,  my  house  and  lands  in  Guestwick,  Eoulsham  and 
Norton,  called  Merialls  and  Norton  Close.  To  William  Elwyn  my  son 
my  house  in  Thurning  that  was  old  William  Wigott’s.  For  four  years 
after  my  decease  a  barrel  of  herrings  to  be  given  to  the  poor  in  Wood- 
dalling.  A  dirge  and  masses  to  be  kept  for  me  and  my  wife  Lucy  and 
for  my  father  John  Elwyn  and  Katherine  my  mother.  All  my 
unbequeathed  household  stud'  to  be  divided  between  my  children  and 
Joliane  Lemon  to  have  the  best  part.  To  Peter  Elwyn  my  godson 
a  milch  cow.  Residue  to  the  disposition  of  my  sons  and  executors  John 
Elwyn,  clerk,  and  William  Elwyn.  Witnesses:  Pete;1  Elwyn,  Peter 
Bulwer,  clerk,  John  Heggelton  and  Thomas  11  arte.  Dated  16  June  1550  ; 
proved  by  the  executors  27  Sept.  1557.  (Norwich  Consist.  Court,  Register 
1557,  fol.  151.) 


Will  of  John  Elwyn,  clerk. 

My  soul  to  God  and  my  body  to  be  buried  where  it  please  God,  etc. 
To  Gonville  and  Caius  College,  Cambridge,  £6  13s.  4c?.  so  that  the  Master 
and  Fellows  there  do  prefer  into  their  College  William  Elwyn  or  Peter 
Elwyn  my  kinsmen  to  be  skollers  there,  to  be  placed  at  the  cost  and 
charge  of  their  father  Peter  Elwyn,  my  neavev,  as  skollers  in  the  said 
house.  To  the  Lyberarye  in  the  said  College  as  many  of  my  Lattyn 
Books  as  are  meate  for  the  same,  to  be  delivered  by  m\  executors  at  the 
house  of  John  Staller  in  St.  Augustine’s  parish  in  Norwich.  To  the  poor 
in  the  ’ospital  in  Norwich  10,*.  To  the  sisters  of  Normans  5.*.  To 
reparation  of  St.  Michael  Coslany  Church  13s.  Id.  To  John  Bulwer  my 
godson  four  of  the  last  obligations  that  Barnye  do  owe  me,  being  2<Js. 
apiece.  To  John  Hall  my  godson  3s.  4c?.  To  Roger  Bulwer  my  neave 
13s.  4c?.  To  Thomas  Bulwer  my  neave  20s.  To  William  Bulwer  my 
neave  20s.  To  Alice  Wigott  my  niece  13s.  4c?.  To  Thomazine  Bulwer 
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my  niece  13s.  4 d.  To  Dorothy  Bulwer  my  niece  13s.  4cZ.  To  James 
Buhver,  Edward  Bulwer,  Robert  Bulwer,  John  Bulwer  and  William 
Bulwer,  sons  of  Roger  Bulwer,  10s.  each  at  21.  To  Francis  Bulwer, 
Elizabeth  Bulwer  and  Brigit  Bulwer,  daughters  of  Roger  Bulwer,  10s.  each 
at  21.  To  Ceclye  Jenysonne  my  niece  13s.  4iZ.  To  Alice  Barker  my 
niece  13s.  4 d.  To  Katherine  Barker  my  niece  13s.  4d.  To  Rose  Elwyn 
my  niece  bedding,  etc.  To  Katherine,  Rose  and  Peter  Barker,  children 
of  Thomas  Barker  the  elder,  10s.  each  at  21.  To  Alice  Barker,  Mary 
Barker,  Cicely  Barker,  Elizabeth  Barker  and  John  Barker,  children  of 
William  Barker,  10s.  each  at  21.  To  William  El  win,  Peter  Elwin,  Agnes 
Elwin,  Christian  Elwin  and  Tecla  Elwin,  children  of  Peter  Elwin,  40s. 
each  at  21.  To  William,  son  of  Peter  Elwin,  bedding,  etc.,  “  when  he 
goeth  to  Cambridge.”  To  Peter  Elwin  my  nevey,  son  of  my  late  brother 
William  Elwin,  bedding.  To  William  Elwin  my  nevey,  son  of  my  said 
late  brother  William,  bedding,  etc.,  0  silver  spoons,  etc.  To  Peter  Elwin 
my  neavy,  son  of  my  said  late  brother  William,  my  house,  etc.,  in 
Guestwick  and  Eoulsham.  To  Thomas  Barker  the  elder  my  best  jacket, 
and  to  William  Barker  my  doublet.  Residue  to  executors,  namely,  Peter 
Elwyn  my  neavy  and  William  Elwin  my  neavy,  brother  of  the  said  Peter. 
“  Written  by  me  John  Elwyn,  parson  of  St.  Michael  of  Coslany.” 
Witnesses  :  Matthew  Plombe,  Edmond  Hall,  John  Showell  and  Anthony 
Stewardson.  Dated  19  March  1508-9.  Proved  13  Sept.  1509  by  Peter 
Elwin,  the  executor  William  Elwin  renouncing.  (Norwich  Consistory 
Court,  Register  1508-9,  fol.  228.) 

Will  of  Thomas  Elwyn  of  St.  Martin  at  the  Palace  Gates,  Norwich, 

“  being  hole  of  mynd.” 

My  sowle  to  Almighty  God  and  our  Lady  St.  Mary,  etc.  My  body  to 
be  buried  in  St.  Martin’s  churchyard.  To  John  Elwyn  my  son  20s.  To 
Mary  my  daughter  20s.  Residue  to  my  wife  and  executrix  Margery. 
Witnesses  :  John  Fysslier,  parish  priest  there,  John  More  the  elder,  John 
More  the  younger  and  others.  Dated  11  Aug.  1503.  Proved  15  Aug. 
1503  by  the  executrix.  (Norwich  Consist.  Court,  Register  1503-4,  fol.  103.) 

Will  of  Richard  Ell  wine  of  North  Walsham,  cordwainer. 

My  soul  to  God,  etc.  To  be  buried  in  the  churchyard.  To  the  poor 
men’s  box  3s.  4 d.  To  the  prisoners  in  the  Castle  ltkZ.,  and  in  the  Guildhall 
8 d.  All  faggot  wood  in  the  barn  of  Nicholas  Webster  and  in  my  garden 
to  be  sold  to  the  poor  of  North  Walsham  at  1  \d.  the  faggot.  To  the  poor 
of  the  market  of  North  Walsham  200  billets  among  them  at  Christmas 
next.  My  executrix  to  bestow  on  the  pour  and  those  that  take  pay  ns 
about  my  burial  40s.  The  houses,  etc.,  that  1  dwell  in  (except  my  shop 
and  ware  house)  to  my  wife  Agnes  for  life,  remainder  to  John  my  son, 
and  lie  is  to  have  the  shop  and  ware  house  immediately  upon  my  decease. 
To  the  said  John  my  houses  and  lands  bought  of  Roger  Buttivant  (except 
part  of  the  garden)  when  he  is  24,  he  paying  my  daughter  Margaret  40s. 
a  year.  To  my  said  wife  Agues  part  of  the  garden  for  life,  and  then  to 
my  son  John.  To  my  son  John  the  bedding  in  the  hall  chamber,  my 
sword,  steel  cap,  blackbill,  best  gowne  and  cloak,  pewter,  six  silver  spoons, 
laden  porringer,  etc.,  when  24.  To  my  wife  the  use  of  my  furniture  for 
life,  and  then  to  my  son  John.  To  Margaret  my  daughter  40s.,  and  40s. 
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a  year  during-  my  Avife’s  life,  two  silver  spoons,  pewter,  and  napkins.  To 
William  Ellwyne  my  brother -1-Os.  To  Joane  Goodins  my  sister’s  daughter 
10s.,  and  to  her  sister  Alice  Goodins  2s.  G d'.  To  my  nepheAV  Thomas 
Ellw3me  sundry  pewter  and  napkins.  To  Thomas  Ellwyne  my  godson 
at  21,  Gs.  8 d.,  and  to  each  other  godchild  12J.  To  my  nepheAV  Richard 
Ellwyne  3s.  4 d.  To  my  niece  Sara  Ellwyne  5s.  To  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  my  brother  William  Ellwyne,  5s.  To  Christopher  llollie  my  servant 
20d.  To  Mary  ni}-  servant  1 2<i.  To  William  Durant  of  North  Walsham 
my  leather  doublet,  russett  hose,  and  best  sliirte  (saving-  two).  To  Edward 
Hastings  100  billets.  The  residue  to  my  wife,  the  sole  executrix.  Super¬ 
visor  my  brother  John  Ellwyne,  and  he  to  have  20s.  Witnesses  :  Richard 
Guye,  Robert  Bounde,  Nicholas  Labocke,  Richard  Labboek,  and  Walter 
Harper.  Dated  10  August  1583.  Proved  by  the'executrix  2  September 
1584.  (Norwich  Consist.  Court,  Register  1583-4,  fob  12G.) 

Will  of  John  Ehvin  of  Heigham. 

To  be  buried  in  Heigham  Church.  To  repairs  of  the  said  Church  20s. 
To  the  poor  40s.  Legacies  to  lazar  houses  at  Gates  and  the  prisoners  in 
the  Castle  and  Guildhall.  To  my  wife  Margery  the  messuage  I  bought 
of  Walters  in  Heigham  for  her  life,  then  to  Sara  my  daughter,  wife  of 
John  Winter,  for  life,  and  then  to  my  godson  John  Winter,  son  of  the 
said  John.  My  heirs  to  pay  John  Ellwin,  son  of  my  son  Thomas  Ellwin, 
£10.  To  my  Avife’s  daughter  Elizabeth  Norton  the  house  newly  budded 
and  the  garden,  etc.,  in  occupation  of  John  Norton,  being  part  of  the 
premises  in  Heigham  that  1  bought  of  Mr.  Browne,  for  her  life,  and  then 
to  be  sold  by  my  cousin  Peter  Barker,  Citizen  and  Alderman  of  Norwich. 
My  son  Thomas  may  buy  the  same  if  he  wishes  at  £5  less  than  anyone 
else.  To  Peter  son  of  my  son  Richard  ....  To  Jane  daughter  of  my  son 
Richard  ....  (rest  crumbled  away).  Witnesses:  Peter  Barker,  Thomas 
Barker,  Stephen  Barker.  Dated  31  Dec.  1598.  Proved  ....  Oct.  1G0O 
by  the  executrix.  (Norfolk  Consistory  Court,  Register  1G00,  fob  1G6.) 

Will  of  Margerie  Ehvin  of  Heigham,  co.  Norwich,  vvidow. 

Bequeathes  her  soul  to  God,  etc.  To  be  buried  in  Heigham  Church. 
I  have  caused  to  be  set  down  by  the  hands  of  my  son  Thomas  Ehvin, 
clerk,  in  writing,  what  legacies  1  would  have  given,  and  the  same  are  to 
be  performed  by  my  executor,  and  as  I  am  bound  to  have  a  special  care 
and  regard  that  the  sum  of  £10G  13s.  4<i.  Avhicli  my  late  husband  (Avliose 
executrix  I  am)  wished  should  be  paid  to  the  children  of  John  Buttris, 
according  to  an  assurance  entered  into  by  my  late  husband,  I  desire  that 
the  said  sum  be  especially  regarded  and  truly  paid.  I  acknowledge  all 
goods  and  chatties  I  have  Avere  my  husband’s,  and  farther  I  have  in  my 
house  at  this  day  £20  and  more,  and  owing  by  Robert  Allen  and  his  sister 
£30,  by  Ormes  £10,  by  Thomas  hllhvin  of  Heigham  £20,  besides  the 
interest  by  my  son  Thomas  £5,  by  Dawes  of  Costessey  40s.  and  more,  and 
by  Tilline  (?  Tillnie)  of  Bawbnrgh  47s.  or  thereabouts.  The  residue  of 
all  my  goods  and  chatties  I  leave  to  my  executor’s  discretion,  and  1 
appoint  the  said  Thomas  El  win,  clerk,  my  son,  my  executor.  My  son 
John  Raie  is  to  have  to  his  own  use  all  such  debts  as  Thomas  Bower 
alias  Disse  OAvetli  me,  being  £10  or  £11.  All  final  residue  to  be  divided 
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between  my  son  John  Raie,  my  son  Thomas  Elwin.  clerk,  my  daughter 
Sara,  and  my  daughter  Xenon.  Witnesses :  Peter  Barker.  Pickard 
Browne  and  Margaret  Pie. 

A  note  of  such  legacies  as  Margerie  Piwin  my  mother  willed  me  to 
set  down  2  July  1(J04.  Bed  in  the  middle  chamber,  sealed  bed,  etc.,  to  son 
Thomas  Elwin.  Ctreen  carpet  to  Sara  "Winter  and  one  neat  .  .  .  .,  the  other 
to  Elizabeth  Norton.  To  Sara  Winter,  John  Ilaie,  Elizabeth  Norton,  and 
Thomas  Elwin  sundry  linen  and  tables.  To  Jane  Elwin  the  virginalls. 
To  Elizabeth  Norton  and  Sara  Winter  cupboards,  etc.  To  Peter  and  John, 
sons  of  Richard  Elwin,  my  deceased  son.  To  Sara  Clarke.  To  Sara  Winter. 
To  Thomas  Elwin.  To  Elizabeth  Butteris.  To  Elizabeth  Norton.  To 
Elizabeth  Brasenet  and  Elizabeth  Butteris.  To  Margery  Dyball.  To 
John  Eaie.  To  Sara  Winter.  To  John  Ellwin,  son  of  Richard,  the  cover 
of  a  cup  when  21.  Dated  4  July  1604.  On  4  Oct.  1604  Thomas  Elwin, 
clerk,  the  executor,  renounced  probate  in  the  presence  of  Sara  Winter 
alias  Elwin,  wife  of  John  Winter,  and  of  her  said  husband;  and  adminis¬ 
tration  was  granted  to  Sarah.  (Norwich  Consist.  Court,  Register  1604, 
fob  72.) 

Will  of  John  Elwyn  of  Carleton  next  Langley,  yeoman. 

To  be  buried  where  it  jdease  God.  To  Margerie  Copper,  late  wife  of 
Richard  Copper,  dec.,  tenements  and  lands  in  Carleton  for  life  and  then 
to  my  godson  William  Copper,  sou  of  the  said  Margerie:  Said  William 
to  pay  20s.  to  Thomas  Copper  his  brother,  and  to  his  sister  Marie  Copper 
20s.,  and  to  his  sister  Susan  Copper  20s.  To  said  Susan  a  young  cowe 
and  my  pane  with  the  broad  verge  and  two  pewter  platters.  To  Maiie 
Copper  her  sister  a  little  brass  posnett  and  a  pewter  bason.  To  Margerie 
Copper  my  servant,  above  named,  all  the  rest  of  my  cattell  (chatties?) 
and  a  bedstand  in  the  hall  and  a  bed.  To  Henry  Skelton  of  the  City  of 
Norwich,  singleman,  my  other  bedstead  in  the  Chamber  and  feather  bed, 
bolster  and  pillow.  All  the  rest  of  my  goods  unbequeathed  I  leave  to  the 
said  Henry  Skelton  and  the  said  Margerie  Copper  equally — for  the 
payment  of  my  debts,  burial,  etc.  They  to  be  my  executors.  John 
Pliillippes  of  Brooke,  Norfolk,  to  be  my  supervisor  80s.  Witnesses : 
Robert  Sydaye  and  James  Chaplaine.  Dated  20  Sept.  1607.  Proved 
12  Dec.  1607  by  Margarie  Copper  with  power  reserved.  (Norfolk  Consist. 
Court,  Register  1607,  fo.  182.) 

Will  of  Peter  Elwin  of  Thurning,  co.  Norfolk,  gentleman. 

To  be  buried  at  Thurning.  To  wife  Katherine  the  use  of  my  lands  in 
Thurning,  Wooddalling,  Geistwick  and  Heydon  Hill  until  my  son  Peter 
is  28.  My  wife  to  give  a  bond  of  .1120  to  pay  the  legacy  of  Christian  my 
eldest  daughter  and  my  debts,  etc.  To  my  wife  all  my  household  goods, 
beasts,  sheep,  etc.,  and  to  have  ,t80  in  satisfaction  of  dower  when  my  son 
Peter  is  28.  Debts  due  to  Robert  Atwood  my  wife’s  son,  Agnes  Newman 
my  sister  and  her  children,  and  to  Thomas  Selfe  and  his  children.  To 
my  second  son  William  Elwyn  lands  in  Stoke  Holy  Cross  on  my  wife’s 
death.  Lands  in  Stoke  Holy  Cross  lately  bought  of  my  brother  John. 
To  my  three  daughters.  My  wife  Katherine  to  be  sole  executrix,  and  if 
she  refuse  to  act  then  my  kinsman  Thomas  Barker  to  be  the  executor, 
and  then  my  wife  is  only  to  have  her  £30  dower.  Said  Thomas  Barker 
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to  be  supervisor.  Witnesses :  John  Walce,  William  Newman,  John 
Buttall  and  Thomas  Barker.  Dated  l  Dec.  1(507.  Proved  by  the 
executrix  12  January  1G07-8.  (Consistory  Court  of  Norwich,  Register 
1G07,  fob  208.) 

Will  of  Peter  Barker  of  Skarninge.  co.  Norfolk,  gentleman. 

Soul  bequeathed  to  God  and  to  be  buried  where  it  shall  please  God  to 
call  me.  To  repairs  of  Skarninge  church  40s'.,  and  to  the  repair  of 
St.  Switkin’s  in  Norwich  40s.  To  the  poor  at  burial  £5.  To  the  poor  of 
West  Wymerward  in  Norwich  £3  Gs.  8 d.  To  the  poor  of  Matteshall  20s. 
Legacies  for  the  prisoners  in  tire  Castle,  Guildhall  and  to  Lazar  houses. 
To  John  Barker,  son  of  my  brother  John  Barker,  deceased,  £20.  To 
Augustin  Barker,  also  son  of  my  late  brother  John,  20  marks.  I  forgive 
the  said  John  Barker  50s.  which  he  borrowed  of  me.  To  my  brother 
Thomas  Barker  £20  and  my  messuage  in  which  he  dwelleth  in  Norwich 
in  St.  Margrett’s  for  his  life  and  then  to  John  Barker  his  son,  and  to  the 
said  John  £6  13s.  4 d.  To  Margaret  Barker,  daughter  of  my  said  brother 
Thomas,  £20.  To  my  sister  Bose  Kirbye,  widow,  40s.  a  year  for  life. 
To  Elizabeth  Gooche,  daughter  of  mj-  brother  John,  and  her  children  20s. 
a  year  for  her  life  for  their  comfort  and  maintenance,  and  her  husband  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  To  my  nephew  Christopher  Kirbye  £10. 
To  his  brothers  Thomas  and  Richard  Kirbye  each  £G  13s.  4 d.  To  their 
sister  Ann  or  Agnes  Kirbye  £10.  To  my  nephew  Edmund  Kirbye  £10. 
To  each  of  the  children  of  Augustin  Barker,  Elizabeth  Gooche  and  John 
Barker,  children  of  my  late  brother  John  Barker,  40s.  each  at  21,  To 
the  daughter  of  John  Barker,  son  of  my  brother  Thomas,  20s.  at  20  or 
marriage.  To  Thomas  Cooke,  Edmund  Cooke,  John  Coolce,  Robert 
Cooke,  Agnes  or  Ann  Cooke,  Peter  Cooke  and  Mary  Cooke,  grandchildren 
of  my  late  wife,  each  (saving  Thomas  and  Peter)  -10, s.;  to  Thomas  and 
Peter  5  marks  each.  To  Elizabeth  Cooke,  my  late  wife’s  grandchild,  £20. 
To  Mary  Cooke,  widow,  my  daughter-in-law,  20s.  for  a  ring.  To  Jane 
Jynuey,  my  late  wife’s  kinswoman,  40s.  To  Alice  Mason,  niece  of  Alice 
my  well-beloved  wife,  to.  All  of  the  above  to  be  paid  out  of  the  sale  of 
the  property  appointed  to  be  sold  in  this  will.  To  my  brother  Thomas 
Barker  and  John  Barker  his  son,  John  Barker  my  brother  and  John 
Barker’s  son  Augustine,  Mary  Cooke,  widow,  and  Joliane  Jyuney  are  to 
be  paid  their  legacies  first  and  then  the  others,  and  any  residue  to  go  to 
my  brother  Thomas  Barker  and  bis  sou  John,  Margaret  Barker,  daughter 
of  the  said  Thomas,  and  John  and  Augustine  Barker,  sons  of  my  brother 
John  Barker,  Christopher  Kirbye,  Thomas  Kirbye,  Richard  Kirbye, 
Edmund  Kirbye  and  Ann  or  Agnes  Kirbye  proportionally.  Whereas 
I,  Peter  Barker,  and  Alice  my  wife  are  seized  to  us  and  my  heirs  of 
tenements  in  St.  Swithin’s  in  Norwich,  my  wife  shall  assure  the  same  to 
my  supervisors  for  her  life  in  order  that  they  may  sell  the  same  and  pay 
the  above  legacies.  My  supervisors  are  to  sell  the  St.  Swithin  property 
and  my  moiety  or  half  part  of  messuages,  etc.,  which  I  bought,  with 
Thomas  Sotherton,  late  citizen  and  alderman  of  Norwich,  of  John  Winter 
and  Sara  his  wife,  Stephen  Allen  and  Mary  his  wife  in  St.  John’s 
Madder  market  in  Norwich;  but  they  are  to  reserve  out  of  St.  Swithin’s 
a  dwelling  for  my  sister  Kirbye  for  her  life  in  the  rooms,  etc.,  where  she 
now  dwelleth.  To  the  poor  of  Spanning,  Matteshall,  Mattersliall  Bergli, 
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Stody  and  Hun-wortli  and  in  West  Wyner  Ward  in  Norwich  £30  by  way 
of  dole  money,  it  being  money  which  my  late  wife  Elizabeth,  executrix  of 
the  will  of  William  Partricke,  sometyme  of  Stodge,  deceased,  ought  to 
have  distributed  according  to  his  will.  To  Peter  my  nephew,  one  of  the 
sons  of  my  brother  William  Barker,  property  in  Weston  in  Norfolk  on 
my  wife  Alice’s  death,  subject  to  a  payment  to  the  Majror,  Shreeves, 
Citizens  and  Comonaltie  of  the  Citie  of  Norwich,  £40  in  recompense  of 
a  promise  made  by  me  to  the  said  Mayor,  etc.  (power  of  entry,  if  not 
paid).  Also  out  of  the  Weston  property  to  each  of  the  brothers  and 
sisters  of  the  said  Peter  Barker  my  nephew  living  at  my  decease  £10. 
Said  Thomas  Sotherton  did  not  convey  to  me  his  moiety  of  the  messuages 
late  of  John  Wynter,  whereby  he  did  make  said  joint  tenancy  a  tenancy 
in  common,  but  the  said  messuages  did  wholly  come  to  me  on  his  death 
and  I  gave  the  said  moiety  to  Prancys,  now  the  wife  of  L’Estrange 
Mordant,  Esq.,  late  the  wife  of  the  said  Thomas  Sotherton.  All  residue 
of  money,  plate,  etc.,  not  before  bequeathed  1  give  to  wife  Alice,  my  sole 
executrix.  She  is  to  prove  this  will  in  20  days,  and  if  she  fail  to  do  so 
my  brother  William  Barker  and  my  verie  good  friend  Tiios.  Sheringham 
of  East  Durham,  grocer,  are  to  be  my  executors,  and  in  that  case  my  wife 
is  to  have  no  share  in  my  goods.  Said  William  Barker  and  Thomas 
Sheringham  supervisors,  and  each  to  have  £4  for  a  mourning  eloke  of 
black  colored  broad  cloth.  To  Edmond  Davye,  Mary  Browne  and 
Margaret  Mathewe,  my  three  servants,  os.  each.  To  Mr.  John  Killingworth 
of  East  Dereham  10s.  Witnesses:  Thomas  Sheringham,  John  Killing- 
worth,  Hugh  Dunton,  Edmund  Davie  and  Mr.  William  Sheringham. 
Dated  3  Dec.  1608.  Proved  by  the  executrix  at  Litcham  1G  Dec.  1G08. 
(Norwich  Archdeaconry  Court,  Book  1608-9,  fol.  78.) 


Will  of  John  Elwin  of  Heigham  in  co.  and  city  of  Norwich,  tanner. 

1 

Soul  to  God  and  his  body  to  the  earth.  To  Margerie  Elwin  my 
daughter  £20  at  21.  To  my  brother  Peter  Elwin  my  tenement  and 
grounds,  etc.,  in  occupation  of  Anthony  Harris  of  Heigham,  dornix 
weaver,  to  him  and  his  heirs  on  the  decease  of  Mary  Harridance  my 
mother,  and  to  have  no  profit  from  the  same  until  her  death.  Residue  to 
my  wife  and  sole  executrix,  she  paying  my  debts  and  burying  me. 
Witnesses :  Edmond  IJeylett,  Robert  Powell,  Symon  Toll,  Richard  Poxe. 
Dated  10  May  1G18.  No  date  of  probate,  but  recorded  in  1G18  book. 
(Norwich  Consistory  Court,  Register  1G18,  fol.  279.) 


Will  of  Margaret  Elwyn  of  Hitcham,  Norfolk,  widow. 

To  daughter  Anna  all  my  goods  and  chatties,  she  to  be  my  sole 
executrix.  My  son-in-law  Nicholas  Blaekborne  to  be  the  supervisor,  and 
he  or  his  wife  or  the  longer  liver  of  them  to  educate  my  said  daughter 
until  she  is  21  years,  and  for  that  purpose  they  are  to  have  the  use  of  all 
my  goods  and  chatties  until  she  attains  21.  Witnesses:  John  Butteroyd, 
William  Putter,  Christopher  Fisher.  Dated  8  April  1631.  Proved  by 
the  executrix  5  May  1631.  (Norwich  Consistory  Court,  Register  1631, 
fol.  24.) 
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Will  of  Katherine  Elwynn  of  Tliirning,  co.  Norfolk,  single  woman,  and 
one  of  the  daughters  of  Peter  Elwynn,  late  of  Tliirning,  gent., 
deceased. 

To  William  Steward  alias  Styward  of  Geistwick,  the  younger,  gent., 
my  sole  executor,  5  marks.  Forgives  the  debts  of  her  mother  Katherine 
Hill  and  gives  her  all  wearing  apparel,  rings,  jewels,  bed,  etc.  Forgives 
William  Elwynn  my  brother  all  debts.  To  Katherine  Wake,  daughter  of 
William  Wake  and  Frances  his  wife,  my  sister,  ±37  within  3  months 
after  Frances’  death  or  when  Katherine  is  21,  and  eight  per  cent,  interest 
on  the  same  is  to  be  paid  to  William  and  Frances  during  Katherine’s 
minority.  If  Katherine  should  happen  to  die  under  21  and  her  mother 
be  yet  living,  the  interest  is  to  go  to  her  said  mother.  If  Katherine  die 
under  21  then  my  uncle  Robert  Buttall  is  to  have  the  £37.  To  Katherine 
Buttall,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Robert  Buttall,  £25  on  the  death  of 
Robert  and  of  Christian  his  wife.  To  Frances  Buttall,  another  daughter 
of  Robert  Buttall,  £20  on  her  parents’  deaths.  Interest  on  these  two 
sums  to  be  paid  to  their  parents  during  their  minorities.  If  Katherine 
or  Frances  die  under  21,  the  surviving  sister  is  to  have  both  the  above 
legacies ;  if  they  both  die  under  age  then  the  said  legacies  are  to  go  to 
their  father  Robert  Buttall.  To  the  said  Robert  Buttall  .£10.  To  the 
said  William  Elwvnn  £14;  if  lie  die  before  he  demand  it,  then  to  said 
Robert  Buttall.  Witnesses:  Peter  Elwynn  and  James  IB  ball.  Dated 
16  July  1633;  proved  by  the  executor  10  April  1634.  (Norwich  Con¬ 
sistory  Court,  Register  1634.) 


Lay  Subsidies. 

Lay  Subsidy  153/583,  21  James  I.,  Norwich,  Heigh  am. 

Michael  Metcalf  for  lands  £20  .  .  .  •.  -Id. 

Thomas  Elvvyen  goods  £3  .  .  .  .  .  8 d. 

William  Elwyn  goods  £3  .  .  .  .  .  8 </. 


Old  Heigham  (St.  Bartholomew)  Parish  Register. 

(This  register  commences  in  1563;  it  has  been  searched  from  1563 
to  1630  inclusive.) 

Baptisms. 

1563  May  9  Elizabeth  Ellwin,  daughter  of  William. 

1564-5  [blank] . 

1566  May  1  Thomas  Ellwyn,  son  of  William  and  Alyce. 

1566  July  6  Edmond  Ellwyn,  son  of  John  and  Margery. 

1589  Nov.  IS  Jane  Ellwin,  daughter  of  Richard. 

1591  April  18  John  Ellwyn,  son  of  Richard  and  Marye. 

1593  June  1 7  Sara  Ellwin,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth. 

1593  Aug.  5  Peter  Ellwin,  son  of  Richard  and  Marye. 

1594-5  Feb.  16  William  Ellwin,  sou  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth. 
i  1596-7  Jan.  16  Thomas  Ellwin,  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth. 

1601  July  5  Elizabeth  Ellwin,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth. 

1603  May  12  Margerye  Ellwin,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth. 

1605  Sept.  22  Drue  Ellwin,  son  of  Thomas. 


' 
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1611 

Nov. 

20 

1012 

Nov. 

29 

1617 

Nov. 

5 

1021 

Sept. 

9 

1023 

June 

15 

lOi-r- 

*3  Jj, :: 

L.  30 

1625 

July 

IS 

1027 

Sept. 

9 

1027 

Oct. 

22 

1583 

Nov.  25 

1590 

May  4 

1591 

Sept.  2  1 

1594-5 

Mar.  3 

1014 

June  5 

1014-5 

Jail.  25 

1616 

Oct.  13 

1623 

Oct.  21 

1568 

April  30 

1572-3 

Mar.  10 

1594 

Sept.  13 

1000 

Sept.  15 

1002-3 

Feb.  13 

1603 

Oct.  7 

1003 

Nov.  10 

1605-0 

Jan.  12 

1610-11  Feb.  3 

1618 

May  12 

1028 

Oct.  22 

1029 

Nov.  23 

Marye  Ellwin.  Jan  filter  of  Thomas. 

John  Elvin,  son  of  Thomas  ami  Dorothio. 

Margarie  Elvin,  daughter  of  John  and  Dorothie. 

Mary  Elvin.  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth. 

5\  idi-iiu  and  Mary  E..viu.  son  and  da  ugh  tor  of  IVtor 
and  Elizabeth. 

Barbara  Elwin,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth. 
Dorothie  Ellwin,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth. 

Alice  Ellwin,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth. 

Marriages. 

John  Buttries  and  Sara  Ellwin. 

John  Winter  and  Sara  Ellwin. 

Thomas  Ellwin  and  Elizabeth  Benslye. 

John  Harry  dance,  son  of  Thomas,  tanner,  and  Mary 
Ellwin,  widow  of  Richard  Ellwin,  tanner. 

Anthonie  Harris  and  Jane  Elvin. 

Richard  Elvin  and  Rose  Knights. 

Mill  ell  Medcalfe  and  Sara  Elvin. 

Peter  Ellwin  and  Elizabeth  Moulton. 

Burials. 

Edmund  Ellwyn,  son  of  John  and  Margery. 

Luce  Ellwin. 

Richard  Ellwyn,  son  of  John  and  Margerye. 

Mr.  John  Ellwyn. 

Alice,  wife  of  William  Ellwyn. 

Thomas  Elwyne,  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth. 

Drue  Elwyne,  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth. 

Elizabeth  Elwin,  wife  of  Thomas. 

William  Eluinn. 

John  Elvin. 

Dorothie  Ellwin,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth. 
William  Ellwin,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth. 


Norwich  Corporation  Records. 

Muster  of  West  Wymer  ward  in  Norwich  on  27  May  1577  contains 
names  of  Peter  and  Thomas  Barker  and  John  Elwyn  (“  Records  of  City 
of  Norwich,”  vol.  i.,  p.  417).  On  19  July  1580  Peter  Barker  was  on  a 
committee  regarding  cloths  (Ibid.,  vol.  i.,  p.  145). 

Peter  Barker  elected  Alderman  for  W7est  Wymer  in  this  City  15  June 
1598.  Respited  and  finally  sworn  29  September  1598.  On  4  April  1005 
he  asked  to  be  discharged,  and  a  new  Alderman  took  his  place. 


Monuments  in  Heigham  Church. 

(Blomfield’s  “  Norfolk,”  vol.  iv.,  p.  503.) 

Thomas  son  of  William  Elwyn,  died  2  December  1048,  aged  82  years. 
William  son  of  Thomas  Elwyn,  died  1055,  aged  00  years. 
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Elizabeth  wife  of  William  Elvvyn,  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Elwyn,  died 
1660,  a<red  66  years. 

Augustine  Elwyn,  son  of  William  Ehvyn,  died  1666,  aged  35  years. 

Mary  daughter  of  William  Elvvyn,  and  wife  of  Daniel  Reeve,  died 
23  February  1667-8. 

Alumni  Cantabrigenses. 

(Dr.  Venn.) 

John  Elwyn,  son  of  Peter  of  Wooddalling,  Conville  Hall,  B.A.  1521-2, 
M.A.  1524  ;  chantry  priest,  St.  Michael,  Coslany,  Norwich  ;  rector  there 
1561 — -8;  benefactor  of  Gonville  Hall. 

Thomas  Ehvyn,  sizar  of  Corpus  1575  ;  matriculated  Easter  1576; 
B.A.  1578-9.  Perhaps  son  of  John  of  Heigliam,  tanner.  Rector  of 
Lammas,  Norfolk,  1580 — 1608.  Buried  11  August  1609. 

Peter  Ehvyn,  pensioner  Emmanuel,  matriculated  3  March  1641-2. 
Son  and  heir  of  Peter  of  Tliurning,  Norfolk.  Inner  Temple  1643.  Died 
7  July  1695;  buried  at  Tliurning. 

Extract  from  the  First  Church  Records,  Dedham,  Massachusetts. 

“  Sarah  ye  Wyfe  of  our  Brother  Michel  Metcalfe  Sen.  died  comfort¬ 
ably  November  ye  30lh  1644  aged  lif tie  one  years  live  months  and  thirteen 
days.  She  was  born  at  Heigliam  near  Norwich  17  June  1593  and 
married  13  October  1616.” 

I4otten\s  Shipping  Lists. 

The  “John  and  Doretliy  ”  of  Ipswich  and  the  “Rose  ”  of  Yarmouth. 

8  April  1637.  Michael  Metcalf  of  Norwich,  Dornix  Weaver,  aged 
45  years,  Sarah  his  wife,  aged  39  years  (sic).  Eight  children,  Michael, 
Thomas,  Mary,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Martha,  Juane  and  Rebecca.  Servant 
Thomas  Comberback,  aged  16  years. 

Inquisitions  Post  Mortem. 

Incp  Post  Mortem  James  I.,  Vol.  394,  No.  66  (formerly  James  L, 

part  ii.,  66.) 

Norfolk.  Peter  Elvvyn.  Writ  of  diem  clans  it  extremum  23  Jan. 
5  James  I.  (1607-8).  Inquisition  at  Norwich  Castle  28  Oct.  6  James  I. 
(1608). 

He  held  long  before  his  death  a  messuage  and  land  in  Thirning,  late 
a  parcel  of  Thirning  manor,  6  acres  of  land  there  late  of  Robert  Frances, 
11  acres  of  land  there  late  Robert  llarryson’s,  16  acres  pasture,  etc.,  in 
Thirning,  late  parcel  of  the  manor  of  Norton  Hall  and  Bruseyards  in 
Gestwick,  of  Hanuysclose  in  Wooddalling,  Norton  Close,  and  land  in 
Gestwick,  and  of  a  capital  messuage  and  8  acres  of  land,  etc.,  in  Thirning 
and  Wooddalling  and  Heydon,  late  of  Peter  Elwyn  his  father;  he  also 
held  in  fee  tail  20  acres  of  land  in  Stoke  St.  Cross,  formerly  belonging  to 
t  Hickling  Priory,  and  in  demesne  as  of  fee  2  messuages  and  90  acres  of 
,  land,  etc.,  in  Stoke  St.  Cross,  late  of  Thomas  Cates,  which  descended 
to  him  after  the  death  of  his  mother  Elizabeth  Elwyn  by  right  of 
inheritance. 
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By  his  will  made  at  T  hi  ruing'  1  Dec.  5  James  I.  '1607  he  bequeathed 
to  his  wire  Katherine  Ehvyn  the  use  of  ail  his  messuages  and  lands  in 
Thirning,  Wooddalling,  Gestwick  and  Heydon  until  the  Michaelmas 
after  his  son  Peter  Elwyn  should  be  23  years  of  age,  after  which  Peter 
his  son  should  have  all  save  Norton  Close  in  tail  (sic),  remainder  to  his 
other  son  William  Ehvyn  in  tail  male  (sic).  He  bequeathed  to  his  wife 
Katherine  in  fee  simple  until  his  son  William  was  21  years  of  age  his 
houses  and  lands  in  Stoke  St.  Cross,  with  remainder  upon  the  Michaelmas 
after  William  should  be  21  years  of  age  to  William  in  tail  male,  remainder 
to  tlie  other  son  Peter  in  tail  male. 

And  being  seized  of  the  said  premises  he  died  at  Thirning  8  January 
5  James  I.  (1607-8).  Peter  Ehvyn,  his  son  and  heir,  was  at  his  father’s 
death  aged  9  years,  7  months  and  2  weeks. 

Some  of  the  land  in  Thirning  was  held  of  the  Honor  of  Richmond, 
the  land  parcel  of  Norton  Hall,  etc.,  was  held  of  the  Honor  of  Clare,  the 
land  formerly  of  Peter’s  father,  Peter,  was  held  of  John  Hunt,  LL.D.,  as 
of  Thirning  manor,  and  the  land  late  of  Thomas  Cates  in  Stoke  Holv 
Cross  was  held  of  Thomas  Billingford,  gent.,  as  of  Blackford  Hall  manor. 


Feet  of  Fines,  Norfolk  and  Divers  Counties. 

Bundle  29,  File  195,  No.  29. 

Final  agreement  at  Westminster  on  the  morrow  of  Ascension  23 
Henry  VIII.  and  Octaves  of  Trinity  the  same  year.  Between  William 
Yelverton,  gent.,  John  Elwyn,  Edmund  Day,  Richard  Cobbes,  and  John 
Hobson,  plaintiffs,  and  Geoffreyr  Aleyn  and  wife  Agnes  and  Henry  Cam, 
son  and  lieir  of  Mathew  Cam,  deforciants.  Five  messuages,  90  acres  of 
land,  20  acres  of  meadow,  10  acres  of  wood  in  Wesenham  All  Saints  and 
Wesenham  St.  Peter.  Warranty  to  plaintiffs  ai  d  the  heirs  of  John 
Elwyn  against  the  heirs  of  Agnes.  Consideration  £40. 

Norfolk  Fines,  2  and  3  Philip  and  Mary. 

At  Westminster,  2  and  3  Philip  and  Mary,  Octaves  of  Michaelmas. 
John  Elwyn,  querant,  Robert  Abbys  and  wife  Alice,  deforciants.  Four 
messuages,  a  curtilage,  78  acres  of  land,  5  acres  of  meadow,  8  acres  of 
pasture,  3  acres  of  alder  in  Brampton,  Buxton,  Hevyngliam,  Marsbam, 
and  Oxnede.  Warranty  against  Robert  and  his  heirs.  Consideration 
£40. 

Norfolk  Fines,  Mich.,  12  and  13  Elizabeth. 

Michaelmas  in  one  month,  12  Elizabeth.  Hilary  Batye,  quer.,  and 
Thomas  Elwyn  and  wife  Ann,  deforc.  Five  acres  in  West  Lexham. 
Warranty  against  Ann  and  her  heirs.  Consideration  £40. 

Norfolk  Fines,  Mich.,  15-16  Elizabeth. 

f  Octaves  of  Michaelmas,  15  Elizabeth.  Thomas  Skelton,  quer.,  and 

John  Elwyn  and  wife  Elizabeth,  deforc.  Two  messuages,  24  acres  of 
land,  10  acres  of  meadow,  18  acres  of  pasture,  4  acres  of  wood  in  East 
Carlton.  Warranty  for  heirs  of  John.  Consideration  £10. 
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Norfolk  Fines,  Midi.,  22-23  Elizabeth. 

Octaves  of  St.  Michael,  22  Elizabeth.  Peter  Elwyn,  quer.,  Robert 
Harrison  and  wife  Margaret,  deforc.  Eleven  acres  of  land,  1  acre  of 
pasture,  1  acre  of  wood  in  Thyrnyng.  Warranty  against  the  heirs  of 
Robert.  Consideration  £40.  #•>  j 

>14958 

Feet  of  Fines,  Norfolk,  Easter,  34  Elizabeth. 

Easter  in  15  days,  34  Elizabeth.  William  Elwyn  and  Thomas  Barker, 
quer.,  and  Matthew  Conly  and  wife  Mary,  deforc.  Four  messuages, 
2  shops,  2  gardens,  2  orchards,  2  acres  of  land,  and  1G  acres  of  pasture 
in  Owtwell  and  Upwell.  Warranty  against  the  heirs  of  Matthew. 
Consideration  £100. 

Feet  of  Fines,  Cities  and  Towns,  Hilary,  37  Elizabeth. 

Norwich.  Octaves  of  the  Purification,  37  Elizabeth.  Margaret  Yong, 
widow,  quer.,  and  John  Elwyn  and  wife  Margery,  deforc.  Nine  acres  in 
Heigliam.  Warranty  against  the  heirs  of  John.  Consideration  £50. 

Feet  of  Fines,  Norfolk,  Easter,  39  Elizabeth. 

Easter  in  five  weeks,  39  Elizabeth.  William  Elwyn,  gent.,  and 
William  Chapman,  quer.,  and  Robert,  Earl  of  Sussex,  Viscount  Fitzwalter, 
Lord  Egremond  and  Burnell  and  wife  Bridget,  deforc.  Four  messuages, 
4  gardens,  50  acres  of  land,  80  acres  of  meadow,  200  acres  of  pasture, 
50  acres  of  wood  and  80  acres  of  furze  and  heath  in  Thurninge  ah. 
Thirnynge.  Warranty  against  the  Earl’s  heirs.  Consideration  £500. 

Feet  of  Fines,  Norfolk,  Trinity,  39  Elizabeth. 

Trinity  in  three  weeks,  39  Elizabeth.  Edward  Cpke,  Esq.,  Attorney 
General,  quer.,  and  Simon  Elwyn  and  wife  Ann,  deforc.  Manor  of  West 
Lexham,  10  messuages,  500  acres  of  land,  40  acres  of  meadow,  700  acres 
of  pasture,  40s-.  rent,  and  liberty  of  faldage  in  West  Lexham,  East 
Lexham,  Rougham,  Dunham,  Great  Newton,  and  Castle  Acre.  Warranty 
against  those  claiming  under  Simon  and  Ann.  Consideration  £100. 

Feet  of  Fines,  Norfolk,  Hilary,  1  James  I. 

Octaves  of  Hilary,  1  James  1.  George  Elwyn,  quer.,  and  Thomas 
Filles  and  wife  Alice,  John  Filles,  the  younger,  and  Rose  Filles,  deforc. 
One  messuage,  1  garden,  2  orchards,  20  acres  of  land,  4  acres  of  meadow, 
4  acres  of  pasture  in  Stanfold.  Warranty  against  the  heirs  of  Thomas 
and  John.  Consideration  £80. 


Inquisitions  (Wigenhall  Elwyns). 

Chancery  Inq.  Post  Mortem,  Henry  VIII.,  Vol.  34,  No.  122. 

William  Elwyn,  gent.  Writ  8  June  11  Henry  VIII.  Inquisition 
taken  at  Massin>>ham  before  Geoffrey  Cobbe,  gent.,  escheator,  24  Oct. 
11  Henry  VIII. 

At  his  death  he  held  nothing  in  chief,  but  John  Fyncham  of  Outwcll, 
gent.,  and  llumfrey  Carwyll,  gent.,  were  seised  of  3  messuages,  land,  etc.. 
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in  Wigenhall  to  the  use  of  William  aiul  his  heirs  ;  the  said  John  Fyncham, 
John  Spelman,  gent.,  John  Stede,  gent.,  John  Fyncham  of  Fynchani, 
gent.,  and  Thomas  Smyth  were  seised  of  75  acres,  8  rods  of  land  in 
Wygenhale  to  the  use  of  William  and  his  heirs  and  assigns;  John 
Fynchani  of  Out  we  11  and  John  Fynchani  of  Fynchani  were  seised  to  his 
use,  etc.,  of  29  acres  of  land  in  St.  Peter,  Wigenhale,  etc.  (Also  numerous 
small  holdings  were  held  to  his  use  by  feoffees  in  parishes  of  St.  Peter, 
St.  Mary  Magdelene,  and  St.  Germain,  Wigenhale,  some  of  which  were 
formerly  John  Tulyett’s.)  By  will  he  gave  his  dwelling  to  Richard 
Patryk ;  to  St.  Germayn’s  Church  8  acres  late  Catessons  in  Gardingfeld ; 
to  the  chantry  of  St.  Germain’s  4  acres  “that  were  my  father’s”;  to 
Thomas  Cawyll,  the  younger,  rent  in  Watlington.  “  Residue  of  houses 
and  lands  in  Wygenhale  to  my  wife  for  life,  she  to  find  a  priest 
(Sir  William  Kenston)  to  sing  in  St.  Germain’s  Church  for  me,  remainder 
to  my  daughter  Jane  and  her  issue  male,  and  in  default  of  such  a  moiety 
to  her  heirs  general,  and  the  other  moiety  to  Thomas  Elwyn  in  tail  male. 
If  Jane  die  without  issue  all  the  premises  are  to  go  to  Thomas  Elwyn  in 
tail  male,  and  in  default  of  such  issue  to  be  sold  for  St.  Germain’s  Church, 
Crabhouse  Abbey,  and  the  highways  to  Lynn,”  etc. 

William  Elwyn  died  on  8  April  9  Henry  VIII.  “  Johanna,”  wife  of 
Henry  Doyll,  gent.,  is  his  daughter  and  heir,  aged  15  years  G  months. 

Chancery  Incp  Post  Mortem,  Henry  YI1I.,  50,  No.  G5. 

Ela,  widow  of  William  Elwyn,  gent.  Writ  d.c.e.  12  May  2G  Henry  VIII. 
Incp  at  Watton  6  Nov.  2G  Henry  VIII. 

[Lands  held  to  the  uses  as  in  previous  Incp]  By  deed  dated  26  Jan. 
9  Henry  VIII.  William  Elwyn  gave  all  the  premises  to  Thomas  Maynard, 
Thomas  Smythe  and  William  Kenston,  chaplain,  to  the  use  of  his  will. 
(Extracts  from  his  will  as  above.)  , 

After  William’s  death  the  feoffees  were  seized  to  the  use  of  Ela  when 
she  died.  8he  died  22  December  25  Henry  VIII. 

“  Johanna,”  wife  of  Henry  Doyle,  Esq.,  is  her  daughter  and  heir,  aged 
28  years  and  more. 

[Extract  from  Rye’s  Monograph  of  Norwich  Hamlets.  Heigham  in 
Norwich  : — 

1631.  Augustyn  Hobb  of  Heigham,  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Hobb, 
conveyed  to  William  Elwyn  of  Heigham,  tanner,  52  acres  in  Panxwoitli. 
(Tingey’s  Norfolk  Deeds,  p.  102.)] 
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